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Td Research

Continuous Integration ofContinuous Integration of
Knowledge, Values, Experiences Specific Context: 

ETH-UNS Transdisciplinary Case 
Studies (Td CS) 2000 – 2004( )

~ 200 local stakeholders
~ 100 (junior) researchers

Sustainable rural development
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Continuous Dissemination of Scientific Impact
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New Knowledge, 
Orientations for Decision Making,

+
Societal Impact
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Our interest

What effects does the td research project 
trigger among the involved stakeholders?
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Research Approach

1 Q lit ti  I t i ith k  t k h ld  ( t  d 1. Qualitative Interviews with key stakeholders (strong and 
continuous involvement)

2. Literature analysis (social impact asessment, evaluation of td y ( p ,
research)

3. Hypothetical impact model
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4. Model Operationalization for large-n-quantitative survey and 
statistical data analyses

5. Standardized questionnaire to all stakeholders (return rate: t für Bodenku

q (
52%)

6. Factor analysis to identify and modify impact categories
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7. Correlation analysis to identify impact pathways (from
stakeholder involvement to direct impacts on stakeholders to
impacts on their decision-making)
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Resulting Model of 
Societal ImpactsSocietal Impacts
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Intensification of
Work-related contacts

Dissemination 
of knowledge
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Implications

• The societal impacts of transdisciplinary research co-
operations need to be taken into account when the added 
value of this research mode is to be understood

U
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value of this research mode is to be understood
– Legitimizing the resource-intensity of TdR
– Societal impacts no ‚side-effects‘ but at the core of td Research t für Bodenku

– Impacts to be considered in the planning of td Research and its 
evaluation

• SC-Index & Td-Index? ltur W
ien 

SC Index & Td Index?
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Application

h C• European Research Programme JPI CLIMATE: 
facilitating societal innovation against the background of
climate changeg
– Understanding the Transdisciplinary Advisory Board as bi-

directional change agents
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• BOKU Evaluation (Helgenberger & Lindenthal 2011): 

A t f i t l i t b dd d ithi  t i bilit  t für Bodenku

– Assessment of societal impact embedded within sustainability 
assessment and reporting at BOKU university
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– Including societal impact criteria into target agreements
• between the university rectorate and the departments
• between the university and the funding ministry.

15.09.2011 Td-net Conf 2011Helgenberger / Scholz: The societal impact perspective of td research

http://www.jpi-climate.eu/
http://www.boku.ac.at/16664.html
http://www.boku.ac.at/gwn.html?&L=1
http://www.uns.ethz.ch/
http://www.transdisciplinarity.ch/e/Conference/international/2011/


Biblio + Contact

Bergmann  M ; Brohmann  B ; Hoffmann  E ; Loibl  M C ; Rehaag  R ; Helgenberger  S  (2010)  Tracking the Bergmann, M.; Brohmann, B.; Hoffmann, E.; Loibl, M.C.; Rehaag, R.; 
Schramm, E. & Voß, J. (2005). Quality Criteria of Transdisciplinary 
Research. A Guide for the Formative Evaluation of Research. Institute for
Social-Ecological Research (ISOE): Frankfurt.

Helgenberger, S. (2010). Tracking the 
traces of transdisciplinarity –
Establishing the societal impact 
perspective in the discussion of the 
added value of transdisciplinary 
research cooperations. Proceedings of 

sebastian.helgenberger@boku.ac.at
www.boku.ac.at/gwn.html

research cooperations. Proceedings of 
the 9th European IFSA Symposium, July 
2010: 534-539, 
accessible online: 
http://ifsa.boku.ac.at/cms/fileadmin/Proceeding2010/201
0_WS1.5_Helgenberger.pdf

U
niversitä

roland.scholz@env.ethz.ch
www.uns.ethz.ch

www.jpi-climate.eu Helgenberger, S. & Lindenthal, T. 
(2010). Measuring the societal impact
of university research. Presentation at
the Annual Meeting of the
International Transdisciplinarity t für Bodenku

Helgenberger, S. (2006). Evaluation der gesellschaftlichen Auswirkungen 
von transdisziplinären Forschungskooperationen. Ex-Post Untersuchung 
zu Veränderung von Akteurswahrnehmungen und Netzwerken sowie zu 
d  Ei fl  f Akt t h id b i Wi t h ft d 

p y
Network, Nov. 2010, Vienna,
accessible online: 
http://www.boku.ac.at/fileadmin/_/zgwn/Nachhaltige_B
OKU/Helgenberger_Sustainable_BOKU_ITd_101105-
hl.pdf

ltur W
ien 

Walter , A., Helgenberger, S., Wiek, A. 
& Scholz, R.W. (2007). Measuring 
societal effects of transdisciplinary 
research projects: design and 
application of an evaluation method  

Stauffacher, M.;Flüeler, T.; Krütli, P.; and Scholz, R.W. (2008). Analytic and
d i h t ll b ti  A t di i li  t d  

deren Einfluss auf Akteursentscheidungen bei Wirtschafts- und 
Landschaftstransformationen. Master thesis – ETH Zurich, 
accessible online: http://www.uns.ethz.ch/pub/publications/pdf/1492.pdf

15.09.2011 Td-net Conf 2011Helgenberger / Scholz: The societal impact perspective of td research

application of an evaluation method. 
Evaluation and Program Planning, 
30(4): 325-338.

dynamic approach to collaboration: A transdisciplinary case study on 
sustainable landscape development in a swiss prealpine region. Systemic
Practice and Action Research 21: 409-422.

http://www.boku.ac.at/fileadmin/_/zgwn/Nachhaltige_BOKU/Helgenberger_Sustainable_BOKU_ITd_101105-hl.pdf
http://www.uns.ethz.ch/pub/publications/pdf/1492.pdf
http://ifsa.boku.ac.at/cms/fileadmin/Proceeding2010/2010_WS1.5_Helgenberger.pdf
www.jpi-climate.eu
www.boku.ac.at/gwn.html
www.uns.ethz.ch
http://www.boku.ac.at/17123.html
http://www.uns.ethz.ch/people/hs/scholzr
http://www.boku.ac.at/gwn.html?&L=1
http://www.uns.ethz.ch/
http://www.transdisciplinarity.ch/e/Conference/international/2011/

