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The global RCE Network  
- Regional Centres of Expertise on Education for 

Sustainable Development 
- Initiated 2005 in course of UN-DESD with 5 RCEs 
- 2011: 85 RCEs around the world  
- Aims: 

- Establishment of regional actor networks in the field of 
ESD oriented along regional challenges 

- Global knowledge exchange and capacity building for 
sustainable development 

- Regional network partners/drivers: NGOs, public, 
private, research institutions, educational 
institutions,... 

Clemens Mader, td-conference 2011, Bern 3 



Transdisciplinarity of RCEs 

• Four basic principles of 
transdisciplinary 
processes: 
1. ... collaboration between 

science & society 
2. … is societal problem 

driven 
3. … interdisciplinary 
4. … mutual learning & 

education effects 
(Mader, 2009) 
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Characteristics of global RCE 
network 
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Diverse 
characteristics 
of RCEs 

Sustainability Challenges 

Cultures 

Financial Capacity 

Stakeholder background 

Management Structure 
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Sounds impossible to assess? 
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Assessment of RCEs – Why? 
 

PROs on global and local level 
• how RCE contributes to sustainable development? 
• gain overview on the RCE including strengths & weaknesses 
• identify risks and potential conflicts at a sufficiently early 

stage;  
• improve participation of actors in the development and 

assessment of the RCE 
• make improvements to the RCE in areas of management, 

sustainability,… 
• Explain and justify the project & funding and the decision 

taken  
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Assessment of RCEs – Why? 

Critical Issues 
• Rare existing practical examples  
• Participative approach: Identifying and defining 

the leadership, the roles and responsibilities of 
the actors forming the regional social network  

• How environmental, social, and economic 
information is analyzed, integrated, presented 
and weighted. 

• how to combine qualitative and quantitative 
information into a single assessment. 
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RCE assessment development – 
How? 

TIMELINE 
2005: 5 RCEs Initiated by United Nations University – IAS 
2006: 12 RCEs first annual reports sent by RCEs, list of activities,  
2007: 22 RCEs annual reporting along common structure (pdf) 
2008: ~25 RCEs annual reports along common structure (pdf) 
 further tests of indicator based assessment 
2009: 55RCEs annual reports along common structure (pdf) 
 
START of ASSESSMENT INITIATIVE 
2010: 75 first analysis of annual reports (08/09) by RCE Graz 
 development of online reporting platform based on GMID, 
2011: 85 RCEs reporting by online platform,  
 analysis of entries based on GMID and  
 storytelling  
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RCE Assessment – How? 
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• Interactive workshops for participation of RCE actors 

Workshops at annual RCE conferences 

• Adopted to Graz Model for Integrative Development (GMID) 
• Three forms to complete online 
•RCE basic data 
•RCE management information (according to GMID) 
•RCE project form (according to GMID) 

• Assessment of entry data 

Online reporting portal 

• Students interviewing RCEs  
• Semi-structured interviews 
• Personal insight  
• Experience exchange 

Storytelling format 



Graz Model for Integrative Development 
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RCE Assessment – Outcomes 2011 
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RCE Assessment – Outcomes 
online portal 
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RCE Project Topics with respect to Continents (n=259, 2009) 

Africa and the
Middle East
Europe

Asia and the
Pacific Region
Americas

Mader, 2010 



RCE Assessment – Outcomes - 
GMID 

• Individual RCE level 
– Analysis of reporting 

forms. 
– Providing an overview 

on actions and 
stakeholder/citizen 
involvement 

• Global RCE network 
– Providing progress 

report of global 
initiative (projects, 
actors, active/passive 
RCEs,…) 
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RCE Assessment – Outcomes 
Storytelling approach 

Story telling  
• Stories easy to read 
• Sufficient 

information 
• Facts and figures 
• People behind RCE 
• Learnings 

communicated 
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Outlook 

• Further development of forms and 
questionnaire for online reporting 

• Expansion of storytelling approach  
• Combination of quantitative and qualitative 

data 
• Analysis of progress by time  
• Reflections on what / whom assessment is 

serving for 
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THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 

 
 
Contact: Dr. Clemens Mader 
Tel: 0316 380 8895  
Web: www.rce.uni-graz.at  
Mail: clemens.mader@uni-graz.at 
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